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150,000 Cables a Monih .

By Norman Kempster
Washiagtoa Star Stalf Writer

Zv2ry month in receat years, 2m-
yloyes of the National Security Agen-
:y analyzed an average of 150,000
intercepted telegrams — reviewing
10 times as many purioined mes-
sages every 30 days as CIA opera-
tives read during the entire 20 years
of a controversial program of open-
ing mail.

Accordna to evxde nce coilected bv
the Senate Inteiligence Timmittee,
the NSA obtained copies af overseas
‘cables from. the natio 1"* izrze inter-

rational telegraph comzcznies in a
pregram which appears o be both
illegal and highly secre:.

The report on NSA's I3-zear work-
ing agreement with =CA Global

Communications,
munications and
International cam=
¢evelopments in
gations of the Zar
tonuence Commitie
‘e Reo. Otis G. Pike,
mun of the House com
“panel has estabhsnea
leadership objected to -
ert plan to undermin2
ment of Marxist Presic

ITT worid Com-

25°
sz,

: Salvadore

Allende in Chile, but formar Pesident

Richard M..Nixon and Z2cretary of

State Henry A. Kissinger ordered the
gency to proceed.
» (‘I A Director William E, Coiby told
the House committee t‘mt although
the agency no longer employs as
agents staff members of major U.S.
publications or broadcast networks,
some full-time overseas agents are
posing as free-lance writers.
o An internal CIA document showed
that a ranking CIA employe, detailed
to the White House as an expert on
Vietnam, wrote speeches for then
President Lyndon B. Johnson’s 1954
re-election campaign and helped
write a Democratic “fact book’’ for-
use in that contest.
e The House committee subpoenaed
U.S. intelligence reports in an effort
to find out if estimates of Soviet nu-
clear strength have been distorted {0
support one side or the other in the
Ford administration’s high-level de-
bate over detente policy.

The NSA program remained a se-
cret- longer than the CIA’s mail-
opening - project.
Commission revealed last June that

The Rockefeller -

between 1353 and 1373 CIA agents. -
opened selected letters between the

United States and Communist coun-
tries. The CIA said later a total of .
about 15,000 letters ‘were opened in
the 20 years.

Chairman Frank Church D- Idah
of the Senate committee, made pub-
lic the evidence of the NSA’s link
with the cable compaines in spite of’
the heated opposition of three mem-
bers of the 1ll-man committee who
argued that the matter should re-
main secret,

It was understood that critics of
re!easmg the information were con-

cerned about the impact the massive

size of the operahon might have on

the publie. -

CHURCH SAID the proaram —
code-named Operation Shamrock — |
lasted from 1947 until it was termi- ;
nated by since-fired Defense Secre-
tary James R. Schlesinger last May
15.

Church said the operation, whxch
gave the NSA access to virtually:
every international cable sent
through facilities in the United
States, seems to violate botn the
federal communications laws and the
4th Amendment. .
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Atty Tl -~ ~ :
that he does not krow if NSA opera-,
tions are illegal becausz he does not |
ngw exactly what the 3 gacy is
doing. He said Presicent & ord has
instructed the NSA to provide infor-
mation oa its activities to the Justice

ariment. -
De;pUntxl you have it, you don’t have
the fogggiest idea whemer what they
are doing is ‘r-ca\ or |Ilegal ” Churcn

remarked.
“iI COULD say I ﬁave a fo

idea,”” Levi said.

" Levi told the committee that the
4th Amendment apparer\ﬂy was
never intended to protect ‘foreign

=

natxo.‘a, their aoents c.nd co\!aoora-.
tors.’

cept operation includad only mes-
sages to or from foreign countries.

Church sa'd the NS-‘\ s cable inter- |

But he said there was litle doubt that |
the cables of Anterican citizens” wer‘> i

rwulady monitored.

Telegrams to or from oOr even
mentioning United States crtxzem,
whose names appeared oa the wateh
iist in the late 1350s and eacly 1970s
wounld have been sent 10 NSA ana-
lysts and many would su:seauenuy
be dhs:mma;ed to cmer 'wenuss

Church said. o

PR

~ ¥ohtiny ed

-

STAT |




